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National Parks Visited and to be Visited 

 

The project that I choose to create was a map of the National Parks I have visited as well as the parks that I hope 

to visit.  I have several books of all of the National Parks in the country but they can be difficult to search through 

at a quick glance. I was hoping to make a single map that shows easily where I would like to go as well as the 

times of year to consider traveling there. Many of the National Parks are at a high elevation and can be extremely 

cold in the winter. These parks are best to visit in the summer and the opposite hold true for the parks in the South 

West that can be over 120° in the summer. I would also like to visit two of the Canadian National parks that I 

have seen on TV so I needed to be able to find the data for these parks as well.  

I started by researching the data that I would need to create the map, mainly shape files of the boundaries of these 

National Parks. I was able to search the National Parks website for GIS data and found they had the shape files 

available for download.  

                   

After I downloaded all the data as a zip file I unzipped the file to my thumbdrive. I next went in search of the 

Canadian National parks boundary data. I was able to find shape file data on open.canada.ca they had several 

options for the data availabe in English and French. I choose the shape file data through an FTP download in 

English.  I discovered that the FTP site was arranged by the provinces and that the Canadian National Parks I was 

interested in were located in Alberta. I only downloaded the Alberta park boundaries. 

             



 

After I had the data downloaded to my thumb drive I opened ArcPro and I started a new project. I created a folder 

connection to the folder holding the shape files. I then selected the shape files and added them to the map. 

   

Once I had all of the data in the map I needed to narrow down the selections of the parks to the ones that I wanted 

to visit. I opened the attribute table of the National Park layer and choose select layer by attribute in order to filter 

the parks for only the National Parks and not Monuments and Parkways and many other types. By using this filter 

query I was able to drop the selected features from 419 down to 62 parks. This query step took me several tries 

in order to select the data and get the options I wanted. At one point I had to delete all of my layers and start over 

as I had changed some of the fields in the data table and saved them incorrectly. 

After I had narrowed the selection I went through the list de-selecting parks I had no interest in visiting. One of 

difficulties I had once I select my parks was creating a layer from only my selections. According to ESRI’s 

website there is a “make a layer from selected features” if you right click on the layer. This option was not 

available in the version of ArcPro that I was using. I was able to right click the layer and choose Data and Export 

the features to a new layer. Using this process I was able to narrow down the selection to a layer of parks I wanted 

to visit and then from there export a layer of winter parks and summer parks. I also choose the parks I had visited 

to create a new layer as well. 

   

I copied this same pattern with the Canadian Parks and since there were only two I was interested in this was a 

pretty easy layer to create. When I got all of the selected data layers that I wanted the map was rather small and 

hard to see because it spanned the entire country. The labeling was difficult to read as well since the park names 

in the attributes were long. I went into the attribute table and found that the labels were coming from the Unit 

Name field and I changed the selection to choose the Park Name field. I shortened the names in the Park Name 

field to single words in many cases to make the map more readable and less cluttered. 

My next issue with the map was with the entire United States on the map if was too small to be useable. I was 

able to research creating a map layout with multiple frames referencing the same data on ESRI’s website. I was 

able to use these instructions to create a second frame that would view the Florida National Parks I had visited 

since they were the only spots on the east coast. By create the second frame I was able to resize the rest of the 

map to focus on the west coast and south west.  After I had the multiple frames and the data was displaying the 



way I wanted I was able to change the colors to represent the time of the year parks should be visited. Under the 

Insert tab I added a legend and a North arrow. I made some changes to the font sizes and moved the legend around 

the map to the location I though looked the cleanest for viewing the data. I also tried four different base maps and 

settled on the world terrain base map since it did not conflict with the colors I choose to represent the parks with 

and made the map useable. 

One of the valuable lessons I learned was to save the original downloaded data in separate folder in case you need 

to go back and start over you have all the data. I learned about adding a field for “Name” with a shorter name and 

referencing this field for your labels. I learned techniques of adding an additional frame to the map layout as well 

as maximizing the data view. 

 

            

 

This is my final PDF version of the map. 

 

 

 

 

 


